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1. Introduction 
1.1. Document objective 

This document explains how to update existing templates or create new ones. 
 

1.2. How does it work? 

It is possible to automatically transfer information from the Nuxeo document properties to the Nuxeo 
document main file (file:content), in any location of the file (body, header & footer), based on the 
following flow: 

Figure 1 Metadata flow from Nuxeo to document content 

 

 

 
               

               

 
 
 How to do the transition: 
- From 1 to 2: The addon ensures the sync process based on the Office properties name 
- From 2 to 3: Special gesture and tool are to be used in Office 
 

2. How to set up custom fields in MS Office 
 
- Open Microsoft Word, Excel or Powerpoint 

o Create the template in Word, Excel or Powerpoint 
o Or Open the existing template 

- Click on File > Info (1) > Properties (2) > Advanced Properties 
- Click the Custom tab (3) in the properties form 
- For each property you need to sync: 

o In name, enter the Property name (XPATH) to be used in Office. The name is case sensitive 
and shouldn’t contain any space character 

o Select Type = text 
o To make it clear for end users, enter the corresponding Nuxeo property label for the Value 

field. 
o Click the ADD button. 

1-Define document 
propertiers in Nuxeo

2-Set up custom fields 
in Microsoft Office

3-Update in Office from 
properties to content
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o Confirm the new row is listed in the Properties list 
 

 
 

Custom field creation 
 
Some operators allow to: 
- Display values that are not directly stored in the system (Version, State) 
- Format date using |format:<pattern> 
- Format user (<First name> <Last Name>) using |format:user 
- Use different separator |separator=<separator> 
- Translate code into its corresponding vocabulary using |vocabulary:<vocabulary name> 
 
The date formats allowed are described here: 
https://docs.oracle.com/javase/8/docs/api/java/text/SimpleDateFormat.html 
 

Table 1 : table of examples 

NUXEO label (English) NUXEO technical name Property name to be used in Word 

Title title dc:title 
Validation date valid dc:valid|format:dd MM yyyy 
Confidentiality confidentiality amexio:confidentiality|vocabulary:VOC_Confidentiality 

Creator creator dc:creator|format=user 
Computed version (major.minor 

with checkout sign) --- versionLabel 

State --- currentLifeCycleState 
Major version major_version uid:major_version 
Minor version minor_version uid:minor_version 

 
 
 



 
                                 Nuxeo Office Properties Sync Addon Documentation 

 
 

 AMEXIO 5/7 

 

3. How to add a Nuxeo property in MS Office 
 
- Place the cursor where your custom field should be added 
- Click on Insert > Field 
 

 
 

Field button 
 

- Select “Document Information” in the Categories, then “DocProperty” in field names. 
- You should respect the following convention: DOCPROPERTY <Name_custom_field> as below: 
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When you click “OK”, the field is inserted with the label name: 
 

 
 

Custom field inserted 
 
 

4. Specificities for Excel 
To add a document property inside an Excel file:  
 
- Select the cell where the value must be synced  
 

 
 

- In the name box field enter the label for the cell 
 

 
 
- Open the Excel properties form and click the custom tab 
- For the relevant property click the link to content option 
- Then click add or modify 

 

 
 

 
- Click Ok to close the form and save the Excel file. 
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- Limitation: 
o The preview is auto-refreshed when a document property is updated: you need either to 

refresh manually the document page or to add the document-updated event. 
o You must download the Excel file, do the refresh and upload the updated content 
o Side effect: do not use status and version using the property transfer mechanism for Excel 

 
 

5. Nuxeo Configuration 
 
The addon includes an automation operation, called Document.OfficePropertiesUpdater, 
which can be used to implement your custom logic: the property synchronization can therefore be 
triggered automatically with an event handler, or through a user action (button). 
 

  
 
To perform an automatic update of the content: 
 
- Add the JSON automation operation definition in the Studio automation operation registry 
- Create the following automation scripting (with input and output as Document) 

 

 
 
Don’t forget to update the operation parameters (like adjusting the schemaName parameter with the 
schema needed for the synchronization) 
- Create an event handler linked to this automation scripting, which is triggered on the “Before 

document modification event” 

function run(input, params) { 
  var saveNeeded = params.save && params.save === "true"; 
  try { 
    input = Document.OfficePropertiesUpdater( 
      input, { 
            'schemaNames': "dublincore,uid", 
            'dateFormat': "dd MMM yyyy", 
            'disableCheckout': true, 
            'lang': "fr", 
            'multiValuedSeparator': ", ", 
            'translateLabels': true, 
            'save': saveNeeded 
        } 
      ); 
  } catch(exception) { 
    Console.warn("Error to update Office properties " + exception.message); 
  } 
  return input; 
} 


